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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WEBSTER of Florida). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
September 13, 2016. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable DANIEL 
WEBSTER to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 5, 2016, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with each party 
limited to 1 hour and each Member 
other than the majority and minority 
leaders and the minority whip limited 
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m. 

f 

THE STATISTICS ARE 
DEVASTATING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, last 
month the Nation watched as our 
friends in Louisiana were inundated by 
record rainfall and unprecedented 
flooding. More than 7 trillion gallons of 
water fell in Louisiana and Mississippi 
over 8 days. Thirteen lives have been 
lost. More than 7,000 people were forced 
into 37 shelters across Louisiana. There 
has been an estimated $110 million in 
agricultural losses, and 40,000 homes 
have been damaged. 

Just a few weeks before the dev-
astating floods in the South, in 
Ellicott City, Maryland, not too far 
away from here, nearly 6 inches of rain 
fell in less than 2 hours, resulting in a 
torrential flood, the likes of which 
NOAA has told us happens just once 
every 1,000 years. Officials say that 90 
businesses and 107 homes were damaged 
and that infrastructure repairs are es-
timated to cost at least $22 million. 

These statistics are devastating, and, 
if we fail to better prepare ourselves 
for the severe impacts of manmade cli-
mate change, we will only see more dis-
asters like this. 

First responders and emergency pro-
fessionals deserve our utmost praise 
and admiration, as do the kind citizens 
on the streets who help their neighbors 
escape the rushing waters, and the peo-
ple all over the country who contribute 
what they can to help put broken cities 
back together. But we must stop put-
ting our heroes in harm’s way. 

The science is clear, it is conclusive, 
and it is settled: these natural disas-
ters aren’t all natural. It is imperative 
that we work to limit our impact on 
the climate, but we must also prepare 
for the climate impacts that are now 
inevitable. Prioritizing disaster pre-
paredness by being thoughtful about 
where and how we construct homes, 
businesses, and other vital infrastruc-
ture will save lives, will save homes, 
and will save money. 

Devastating weather events are oc-
curring with greater frequency than 
ever before. Today, the Northeast, Mid-
west, and upper Great Plains regions 
see 30 percent more heavy rainfall than 
they did in the first half of the 20th 
century, and manmade climate change 
is already impacting the lives of every 
single American. 

Even if you are not one of the mil-
lions who have suffered from extreme 
heat, widespread drought, or cata-
strophic flooding, your tax dollars have 
gone to help those who have. Acting 

before disasters strike is the only way 
to reduce the strain on local, State, 
and Federal emergency response sys-
tems, especially as they gear up to 
handle the predictable and unpredict-
able changes that climate change will 
bring. 

I am proud to say that my hometown 
of Chicago is among the 20 percent of 
global cities that have an adaptation 
plan to deal with the increased heat, 
urban flooding, and severe storms that 
climate change will bring. But it is 
vital that cities and towns across 
America also prepare. Responding to 
climate change demands urgent and de-
cisive action. 

This is not a coastal issue, and it is 
not a partisan issue. Rising seas and 
severe storms don’t care if you are a 
Democrat or a Republican. All Ameri-
cans are in this together, and all Amer-
icans—including Members of Con-
gress—must be prepared to deal with 
climate impacts such as severe flood-
ing. Together we must act to hasten 
the transition to a low-carbon future 
that protects our communities from 
the impacts of climate change. The 
costs of not doing so, in lives, in tril-
lions of dollars, and in changes to our 
way of life, are too great. 

f 

IRAN HAS NOT CHANGED ITS 
STRIPES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 
since July 14, 2015, the Iranian regime 
has conducted four ballistic missile 
tests with not-so-subtle warnings to 
our ally and our best friend, the demo-
cratic Jewish state of Israel, which its 
goal was to wipe Israel off the map. 

Also, since that date, we have 
learned that there have been side 
agreements between Iran and the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency, the 
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IAEA, that were not submitted to Con-
gress for our review. The IAEA released 
a report on the possible military di-
mensions, known as PMD, of Iran’s nu-
clear program that proved that Iran 
lied about its nuclear program in the 
past and continued to stonewall inves-
tigations into outstanding questions 
that remain; yet, the Iranian nuclear 
deal, the JCPOA, was allowed to move 
forward in spite of that. 

Also, the Obama administration pur-
chased 32 metric tons of heavy water 
from Iran. What makes this so egre-
gious, Mr. Speaker, is that this pur-
chase was arranged in order to prevent 
Iran from violating the very terms of 
the Iranian nuclear deal, the JCPOA. 
As if that were not bad enough, with 
the administration reselling the pur-
chased heavy water to domestic and 
commercial buyers, well, that makes 
the U.S. a proliferator of Iran nuclear 
materials, all while legitimizing Iran 
as a nuclear supplier. Outrageous. 

Also, Iran has renewed its interest 
and increased its presence in Latin 
America and throughout the Western 
Hemisphere. Iran’s Rouhani will be vis-
iting Cuba and Venezuela in the up-
coming week. 

We learned that the administration 
allowed the Iran, North Korea, and 
Syria Nonproliferation Act sanctions 
against Iran to sit on a desk during the 
negotiations, despite a legal mandate 
to provide these reports to Congress 
every 6 months. That was the law. It 
was ignored. 

Also, Russia announced that it has 
resumed the sale of S–300s to Iran. And 
just last month, Iran announced that it 
deployed these S–300s, Russian surface- 
to-air missiles, around its Fordow nu-
clear site to safeguard it from attacks. 

The administration announced a $1.7 
billion settlement on a 35-year dispute 
with Iran—conveniently the day after 
sanctions were lifted on its central 
bank. What a coincidence. And we 
learned that Iran plans to use this ran-
som money for its military budget and 
for the Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps, the IRGC, the Quds Force, 
meaning the U.S. taxpayers not only 
are on the hook for a ransom payment 
to Iran, but we are also subsidizing its 
nefarious activities. 

Where has this transparency been? 
When it comes to Iran and the nuclear 
deal, the JCPOA, there is an over-
whelming sense that we are only begin-
ning to scratch the surface of just how 
bad this deal really is. We need only to 
look back at what has happened with 
North Korea to understand the depth 
and the breadth of this failed Iranian 
policy because, as I keep repeating, Mr. 
Speaker, Iran has been following the 
North Korea playbook by the page, by 
the letter. 

And what have we just witnessed a 
few days ago? Well, North Korea just 
conducted its second nuclear detona-
tion since the JCPOA—the Iran nuclear 
deal—was made, and it is its fifth deto-
nation in the last 10 years. 

Mr. Speaker, the JCPOA has been a 
foreign policy disaster already, but the 

real ramifications are yet to come. 
Congress must take action. First, we 
must hold the administration account-
able, and we must get the full truth be-
hind the details of this JCPOA—the 
Iran nuclear deal—and the administra-
tion’s Iran policy. 

The supposed most transparent ad-
ministration in history has been any-
thing but, going out of its way to 
stonewall and misdirect Congress and 
our oversight responsibilities on this 
flawed and dangerous nuclear deal. 

Second, Mr. Speaker, we must hold 
Iran accountable, and that means ex-
tending sanctions, expanding sanc-
tions, renewing sanctions, and pre-
venting Iran from being able to con-
tinue down this dangerous path. 

These are the actions that we must 
take in Congress, Mr. Speaker, and I 
stand ready to work with my col-
leagues in a bipartisan manner to find 
the right way forward because Iran has 
not changed its stripes. 

f 

ZIKA IS A REAL THREAT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. GUTIÉRREZ) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, it is 
almost as if the majority would prefer 
to go into the final stretch of the elec-
tion season with fresh reminders of 
how dysfunctional things have become. 

No action on commonsense gun con-
trol measures, no action on immigra-
tion or climate change, no action on 
the Zika virus that is taking a huge 
toll in the United States and Puerto 
Rico and is poised to take an even big-
ger one. 

Congress is still in denial that Zika 
is a real threat and that the next gen-
eration of children could be exposed to 
the disease with dangerous and debili-
tating birth defects. It is hard for me 
to articulate this out loud, but, in just 
a few weeks, the first group of children 
born with brain development and phys-
ical problems associated with the dis-
ease will be born in Puerto Rico. 

We are looking at more than 15,000 
reported cases of Zika in Puerto Rico 
and more than 2,000 pregnant women. 
At the current pace, Zika will infect a 
quarter of the island in the next year. 
This is the first mosquito-borne disease 
that successfully infects children in 
the womb through the placenta. It can 
be sexually transmitted. Humans give 
Zika to mosquitoes and then go on to 
infect other humans. 

And Congress has the same response 
it has to almost everything—nothing. 
In this case, nothing flavored with a 
little partisan posturing over abortion 
in an election year. The issue for some 
people seems to be that we can fund re-
search, prevention, and treatment as 
long as one of the most important 
proven and effective healthcare deliv-
ery mechanisms for women is excluded 
because Planned Parenthood is on the 
Republican hit list. 

No matter that funding Planned Par-
enthood in Puerto Rico or anywhere 

else would be the prudent use of Fed-
eral funds if our goal is to prevent the 
spread of disease and prevent—that is 
prevent, not terminate—unwanted 
pregnancies during this crisis. Politics 
and elections always seem to trump 
good, sensible policies. 

So nothing yet from Congress, de-
spite the pleas from the Obama admin-
istration, the CDC, and the American 
people. But Congress is not the only 
place in denial about Zika. 

Having spent time talking to people 
on the island of Puerto Rico, the people 
are also complacent about this disease 
and the impact it will have. Many sus-
pect that it is all hype from Wash-
ington and yet another crisis to give 
the United States more control over 
the island of Puerto Rico. 

Given the island’s history, the point 
of view is not unreasonable that Con-
gress just appointed an unelected con-
trol board, or junta, to take control of 
the island’s government and finances. 

For decades, the United States used 
Puerto Rico, and especially the island 
of Vieques, for target practice for our 
military. And for more than a decade, 
the United States has been denying the 
health and environmental impact of 
that bombing, including cancer and 
other diseases that people on the island 
know are real because their relatives 
are dying. And back in my mother’s 
day, in the 1950s and the 1960s, family 
planning that came from the United 
States was forced sterilization. 

So I understand why people are skep-
tical when so far it has been hard to 
demonstrate the consequences of the 
Zika virus and how it could make life 
any worse than it already is. But, 
again, in just a few weeks, when we see 
children born with mental and physical 
impairments, it will become clear that 
Zika is real. 

Puerto Rico must rise to the chal-
lenge presented by Zika and bridge the 
deep ocean of distrust between the 
Puerto Rican people and the United 
States. That is why I spent a lot of my 
time over the past month meeting with 
public health experts, doctors, and sci-
entists. Every one of them was Puerto 
Rican, not people sent from the U.S. 
Puerto Rico needs an integrated, com-
prehensive mosquito vector control 
center that Puerto Ricans are coming 
together to discuss, so it can be created 
quickly. 

b 1015 
This is the mosquito tracking eradi-

cation that is deployed when a disease 
is detected so that resources can be 
concentrated on a neighborhood or city 
if an infectious disease like Zika is 
present. You saw it work in Miami. 

Puerto Rico does not have access to 
contraception that you would expect in 
the 21st century, but Puerto Rican doc-
tors, gynecologists, scientists, and ex-
perts are also strategizing about how 
to make modern, effective, reversible 
family planning more widely available 
so that women can delay pregnancy. 

But while Puerto Ricans can drive 
the process of addressing Zika in Puer-
to Rico—and this will lead to much 
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